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10:00 - 10:45  Registration

10:45 - 11:30  
Keynote speaker:

Dr Morgana Lizzio-Wilson: Achieving and maintaining progress social change
Room: Holder and Wills

11:45 - 12:45  

Student Presentations (followed by group activities)

Room: Grant
Research methods for Emergent

Technologies

Room: Holder and Wills 
Exploring Intersectionality in

Experiences through
Qualitative Insights

Room: Fry
Reflections on the Philosophical

Darja Wischerath
Down the Rabbit Hole: An
Ethnographic Exploration of
Conspiracy Narratives on YouTube

Ming Chen
The Role of Virtual Reality in
Language Learning: Transformative
Potential and Current Insights 

Jon Ablett
A History of the
Interrelationship Between the
Veteran and Welfare

Shadma Ahmed
Reflections from Fieldwork on
Activism & Resistance among
Young Women in Mumbi India

Jay Liu
Understanding Financial Markets by
Ancient Chinese Wisdom
 
Ksenia Lavrenteva
From Nowhere to Everywhere:
Arguing for Positionality in Social
Research

13:00 - 14:00  Lunch

14:00 - 15:00  

Student Presentations (followed by group activities) 

Room: Grant 
Rethinking Narratives and

Innovations in Healthcare and
Environmental Research

Room: Holder and Wills 
Methodological Adventures

in Research

Room: Fry 
Multi-perspective Approaches to
Exploring Experiences in Social

Care and Education

Suparna Bagchi
Exploring Experiences of People
from Ethnic Minority Communities in
Primary Schools in Southwest
England  

Cody Varnish
Placement instability in care-
experienced young people

15:00 - 15:30  Break

15:30 - 16:30 

Workshops

Room: Grant 

Camille Straatman
Imagining More-Than-Human
Futures

Room: Holder and Wills 

Roy Kareem
Presenting your research in
creative ways.

Room: Fry

Nathalie Goodsir
Research, Policy and Mechanisms
for Change

16:30 - 17:00   Closing remarks

Conference schedule

Seun Oguntoyinbo
Robotics in UK Healthcare
Establishments: An Intervention
Research 

Diego Maury Romero
Where do Pro-Environmental
Attitudes turn into Behaviour? A
Multilevel Comparative Analysis
of PISA Data

Anwita Mukherjee
The Impact of educational
attainment on full-time year-
round Employment in the
Indian Labour Market: A
Gender-Based study

Dan Zhao
Arts-Based Workshop
Dynamics in Researching
Sensitive Topics Among
International Students in UK
Universities

 



Directions and car parking information: 

Address: Bond Street South, Bristol, BS1 3EN

By Car: 

By Train:   The hotel is a 15-minute walk from Bristol Temple Meads.

By Bus:     

Car Parking is available at the Cabot Circus multi-storey car park,
directly across the road from Future Inn Bristol. The postcode for

Cabot Circus Car Park is BS2 9AB. 

The hotel is opposite Cabot Circus or alternatively Bristol Bus
Station is an 11-minute walk to and from the hotel.



Beyond engaging in workshops and talks, take a moment to
explore the stands highlighted below:

The Research Ethics Association invites you to visit its stand to engage in
meaningful discussions on ethical research practices. As an international
association, REA is dedicated to promoting, advocating for, and facilitating
ethical research across diverse disciplines. Explore informal discussions on
various ethics-related topics, including ethical applications and dilemmas
within your research. Discover the benefits of free student membership and
learn how to actively participate in our special interest groups spanning all
disciplines, events and our biannual international conference. Join us in
shaping the future of ethical research practices through activism, advocacy,
and interdisciplinary exchange. 

The Student Parents stand will be staffed by representatives from a GW4-
funded research project exploring experiences of PGR students who are also
parents. Stall-holders would be interested to hear experiences from students
at GW4 institutions (Bath, Bristol, Cardiff and Exeter), but also from student
parents from further afield, particularly where there are examples of good
practice and support for student parents.

Quiet Room: Brunel Room

We kindly request that you refrain from using this room for work,
emails and meetings as the space is reserved for those who need

to use it for quiet time and reflection

We are looking forward to seeing you and hope you thoroughly
enjoy the 2024 SWDTP Annual Conference!



Keynote speaker

Dr Morgana Lizzio-Wilson (she/her)

‘All Change is Not Growth, as All Movement is Not Forward’: Understanding the
Lifecycle of Social Change

We are living in a time of rapid social change. Although inequalities and discrimination still persist,
public awareness of and discussions about these issues have increased thanks to the advent and

efforts of social movements. Movements like #MeToo and Fridays for Futures have been integral in
highlighting the injustices faced by women and sexual minorities, and persuading bystanders

(people not currently involved in the cause) to act to promote change. Unfortunately, social change
is not linear. It can take years, even decades, before people recognise inequality and join the fight.
And even when social change starts to take effect, this is often met with opposition from members

of historically advantaged groups who seek to protect the status quo.

In this talk, I will synthesize several lines of my work on collective action to present an evidence-
based understanding of the “lifecycle of social change”. I will present work which helps change

agents understand: when people (fail to) recognise and fight back against inequality, what factors
influence people’s commitment to the cause once they do get involved, and the impact of advocacy
on advantaged group members’ support for change. Some of specific projects I will discuss include:
1) how male allies can replicate gender inequality within the feminist movement and prevent people

from correctly detecting discriminatory behaviour; 2) how proponents of the Australian anti-
marriage equality movement reacted to political failure during the 2017 Plebiscite; and 3) how
bystanders’ reactions to animal welfare campaigns influence their willingness to support and
engage in actions to support the cause. I will discuss how these findings might be useful in

overcoming key challenges that change agents face at each stage of the “social change lifecycle”.

Author Bio

Dr Morgana Lizzio-Wilson (she/her) is a Lecturer in Social, Political, and Feminist Psychology at the
University of Exeter. Morgana's work is driven by a desire to understand how we can we achieve

and maintain progressive social change. To this end, her research examines when and why
members of advantaged groups resist vs embrace social change, how members of disadvantaged

groups react to and cope with discrimination, and when political activism is (in)effective in
persuading people to join a cause. She is particularly passionate about exploring these questions in

the context of gender equality. More broadly, Morgana strives to use her role as an academic to
create inclusive, equitable, and transformational educational environments for students/future

change agents; identify evidence-based strategies to increase support for and overcome resistance
to social change efforts; and work with organisations, community groups, and members of the

general public to campaign for change.



Student presenters

Ksenia Lavrenteva
University of Exeter, Socio-Legal Studies, 1st year PhD 

Ksenia's research explores the intersection of data sovereignty, human rights, and cultural
heritage, proposing inclusive approaches for data production and management. Her work
also addresses challenges posed by illiberal regimes, including cultural homogenisation

efforts, internet sovereignty, and the digital resistance of ethnic minorities and Indigenous
peoples. Through this, Ksenia examines issues of control, ownership, and access to

resources within the context of digital cultural rights. 

Shadma Ahmed
University of Bristol, School of Geographical Sciences, 1st year PhD

Shadma Ahme is a 2nd year PhD student at the School of Geographical Sciences,
University of Bristol. My research explores activism and resistance among young Muslim

women in Mumbai, India. I’m interested in researching youth, activism, politics, gender, and
critical and feminist geographies. 

Jay Liu
University of Bristol, Business School, 1st year PhD

 
Chaojie (Jay) Liu is a year 1 PhD student in Finance at University of Bristol Business School.
Committing to sharing Chinese stories worldwide and building more inclusive communities,

Jay is a young financial economist focusing on practical problem-solving for the future,
with main research interests in FinTech, Retail Investment, Social Welfare, Investor

Behaviour, and Financial Theory. He is also a BILT Student Fellow, an affiliated member of
the Bristol Digital Future Institute, and a research consultant at WorldQuant Brain (UK).

Darja Wischerath
University of Bath, 4th year PhD

Darja Wischerath is a fourth-year PhD candidate at the University of Bath. Her research
explores how belief in conspiracy theories can lead to violence and violent extremism

through the mediating factors of psychological needs, social networks, and violent
narratives.

Cody Varnish
University of Bath, Department of Psychology, 2nd year

Cody Varnish is a second-year PhD student in the Department of Psychology at the
University of Bath. Her research focuses on understanding the factors associated with
poor mental health among children and young people in care and is currently exploring

how mental health outcomes relate to placement changes within the UK social care
system.



Seun Oguntoyinbo
University of West of England, Robotics and Healthcare, 2nd year PhD

Seun Oguntoyinbo is a second-year PhD researcher at the University of the West of England (UWE),
Bristol, specialising in Robotics in Healthcare. With a background in Engineering Management (MSc)

and Electrical and Electronic Engineering (BSc), his research explores technology adoption and
healthcare innovation, with a focus on the socio-economic impacts of robotic technology in healthcare.

With several years of management experience, he is passionate about research that enhances
human potential, drives real-world impact, and fosters social change.

Student presenters

Dan Zhao
University of Bath, Fourth Year

Dan Zhao is a PhD researcher specialising in the sense of belonging, mental health, and well-being of
international students within Western higher education contexts. His research employs arts-based

methods to explore individual perspectives, complemented by advanced data analysis techniques. He
draws on intersectionality theory, positive psychology, neo-racism theory, and Critical Race Theory as
core theoretical frameworks in his projects. With a strong background in computer science, he is keen

to leverage his data analysis and programming skills for research and collaboration. He is open to
collaborative and publishing opportunities.

Cody Varnish
University of Bath, Second Year

Cody Varnish is a second-year PhD student in the Department of Psychology at the University
of Bath. Her research focuses on understanding the factors associated with poor mental

health care-experienced children and young people, and is currently exploring how mental
health outcomes relate to placement changes within the UK social care system.

Suparna Bagchi
University of Plymouth, Final Year

Suparna was a Doctoral Teaching Assistant in her Department from 2019 to 2022. Her
doctoral research explores perceptions of multiculturalism in mainstream primary schools in
Southwest England. With a research interest in race, equity and social justice, Suparna is
attached to race equality associations both inside and outside the University. In 2022 and,

Suparna received EDI Award from Plymouth University, coming among the top four students.
Suparna appears on BBC Radio Devon as a guest speaker since 2020. Suparna has

publishes on her doctoral research and has made academic presentations nationally and
internationally.

Ming Chen
University of Bristol

Ming Chen is a fully funded doctoral researcher at the School of Education, University of
Bristol. His research focuses on the learning sciences, emerging educational technologies,

and virtual reality/metaverse-supported language learning, with additional interests in
teachers' use of and attitudes toward learning technologies. Ming has presented his work at
conferences such as the Association for Learning Technology Annual Conference (ALTC24)

and has published in journals such as the International Journal of Smart Technology and
Learning. He co-chaired the Faculty of Social Sciences and Law PGR Annual Conference at

the University of Bristol and served as a committee member for the Cambridge China
Education Forum at the University of Cambridge. Ming welcomes communication with

researchers who share similar interests.



Workshops

Room: Holder and Wills

CENTRE FOR SUSTAINABLE CHANGE, Roy Kareem

‘Making it personal - presenting your craft through storytelling’

Our work, projects, research - they can all range at any point from being highly abstract to deeply personal. Us
humans love human connection, so telling a story of personal passion is easy - but what about when our work
feels more at the distant and detached end of the spectrum? How do we engage and take people on a journey

then? How do we invite them to connect? I'm going to tell you my own story of working through these challenges
and then ask you to try out doing the same! The session will be relaxed, interactive, fun, and potentially

transformational!

-About Roy-

I'm a coach, facilitator, and content creator focused on catalysing internal change for external impact. My day
job is 'Future Generations Lead' at the Centre for Sustainable Energy, where I head up Bright Green Future, an

environmental leadership programme for young adults, along with other projects focused on engaging young
people with issues around climate change. My background stretches from shark researcher, to hip hop DJ and

most things in between.

Contact details:
roykareem@gmail.com

Room: Grant

UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL, Camille Straatman

‘Imagining More-Than-Human Futures’

What could the year 2150 look like, both for humans and non-humans? What could an artefact from that future
be? What stories would it tell? And last but not least, how could such stories inform our present actions? 

The Anthropocene era – also referred to as the Capitalocene or Plantationocene (Haraway, 2015; Moore, 2016)
– is characterised by climate change and ecological crises that are heavily intertwined with capitalist modes of

production and colonial power hierarchies (Davis and Todd, 2016; Whyte, 2016). In a world gripped by
environmental uncertainty and anthropocentrism, "Envisioning 2150" offers an immersive workshop that uses
embodied theatrical tools and crafts to help participants explore their desired and feared futures. After a time

travelling meditation with their non-human companions to land fully in the year 2150, people are invited to turn
their visions of the future into an artifact from that year. From designing event announcements and postcards to
crafting a future museum artefact or menu, the workshop participants weave narratives that reflect their visions

for the future. Building on Ruth Levitas' utopia as a method, participants are also asked to reflect on the role that
these narratives could play in shaping actions today.

-About Camille-

Camille Straatman’s PhD research is exploring how (and if) we can look at crafts to imagine and experiment
with alternative visions of society. It also investigates the potentials of metal craft as a site of relational

engagement with the more-than-human environment. Her work is often interdisciplinary and informed by her
background in collaborative research, the arts, free press, and activism.

mailto:roykareem@gmail.com


Room: Fry

POLICY BRISTOL, Nathalie Goodsir

‘Research, Policy and Mechanisms for Change’

This session will be delivered by Nathalie who leads social science policy engagement at
PolicyBristol. Policy engagement is about exploring ways in which your research can translate,

assist or shape the decisions of policymakers. It is about making connections with key
stakeholders in your research field and presenting your research in an accessible, streamlined

way. The session will explore how to develop a policy engagement strategy and how to
communicate your research impact to relevant stakeholders, focusing on which tools and

mechanisms will lead to policy change.

Please see below for details on the organising committee



Organising committee
Ella is a second year PhD student at the University of the

West of England. Her research takes an ethnographic
approach to understand the experiences of pregnancy

and birth for undocumented migrant women living in the
UK’s hostile environment. Ella is currently conducting

her fieldwork, immersing herself in local support groups
of migrant mothers to understand the challenges they
face in seeking social and medical support throughout

the antenatal period.

Hannah is a second year ESRC SWDTP-funded PhD
student at the University of Exeter in social psychology.

Her research focuses on the roles of shared
disadvantage and positive contact with transgender

individuals in facilitating collective action for the
transgender community among cisgender LGB+

individuals. More broadly her research interests lie
within intraminority solidarity, activism, gender,

sexuality, and LGBTQ+ cohesion.

Judith is a third-year PhD student at the University of
Bristol's School of Sociology, Politics, and International

Studies.  Her research focuses on the impact of
traditional heterosexual masculine norms on femicide

cases in Kenya.  Judith is committed to making the
voices of the murdered women heard.

Kimberley is a second-year SWDTP funded PhD student at the
University of Bath. Her project looks at the fear experiences of
being active in pregnant and postpartum women, with a focus
on the motivational context and social-environmental climate
created by interactions with midwives. Kimberley completed

both an MSc by research in Sport and Exercise Science
focusing on the social identity of older adults in a community
physical activity programme, as well as an MRes in Health and
Wellbeing as part of the 1+3 programme. She is committed to

sharing the voices and experiences of perinatal women, to
increase the level of support, reduce fear, and get women to

continue being active!

Ella Barclay

Hannah Stokoe

Judith Kibuye

Kimberley Farrugia 



Organising committee
Pujan is a fully funded PhD Doctoral Researcher in Sustainable

Economics at the Bristol Business School, UWE Bristol,
focusing on sustainable economic development. His research

investigates the relationship between sustainable
development and policies, aiming to provide evidence-based
solutions for a more equitable future. In addition, Pujan is set
to serve as an Associate Lecturer at UWE Bristol. Pujan is also
the author of the book "Economic Insights: Poetic Musings on

the Passionate Minds," published by Bookleaf Publishing in
2023. This unique book blends economics and poetry, offering

readers a fresh perspective on complex economic concepts
through captivating poetic expression.

Sayyeda is a 3rd year PhD. Candidate at University of
Plymouth. Her research interest is the development of
creativity in children, focusing on socio-cultural factors
cross culturally. She is passionate about reproducibility

and transparency in research.

Tomiris is a first-year PhD student in Advanced
Quantitative Methods at the University of Bristol. She is

interested in the relationship between student ethnic
backgrounds and educational and labour market

outcomes in England. She plans to use administrative
data to analyse how ethnic disparities change

throughout students’ early life course. 

Yuyue is a second-year PhD student in Human
Geography at the University of Bristol. She is interested

in understanding everyday feelings and lived
experiences of Chinese diaspora through the lens of

affect theory. She is also passionate about critical
pedagogy, public engagement and outreach. She holds
an MSc in Human Geography: Society and Space from

the University of Bristol and a BA in geography from the
University of Birmingham.

Pujan Ghosh

Sayyeda Ume Rubab

Tomiris Gilazh

Yuyue Sun


