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Introduction

DOCTORAL THESIS FIVE MONTHS FIELD 
WORK

NIGERIAN SECONDARY 
SCHOOL

COLONIAL HERITAGE 
AND ENGLISH 

LANGAUGE USE



Context Nigeria is Africa’s most populous 
country with over 200 million 
people.

Nigeria, with about 500 languages, 
accounts for 18-20% of Africa's 
linguistic diversity.

English is the most spoken language 
followed by the Nigerian Pidgin.

English is the official medium with 
Igbo, Yoruba, and Hausa as national 
languages.



Summary of Language in Education Literature

• Extant literatures focus more on the instructional part of language in the 
classroom (see Probyn,2006; Vuzo, 2018; Kiramba, 2018).

• Limited literatures have connected Language to broader issues of epistemic 
exclusion and other socio-economic issues (see Kuchah et al., 2022; Milligan et 
al., 2023).

• These research however is quite restricted to classroom spaces with little or 
no focus on non-classroom spaces present in secondary schools.

• My research focuses on school language practices in non-classroom spaces, 
aiming to transform practices that marginalise indigenous languages and 
prioritise colonial languages, particularly English.



Research Questions

1. How do school policies govern language practices within 
Nigerian secondary schools?

2. How can the anti-colonial praxis, centred on resistance and 
agency, be employed to confront language practices in secondary 
schools?



Ethics and Methodology

• Ethics at Bath: Institutional versus Local ethics.

• Participatory research within institutional framework?

• A flexible methodological design.

• Supplementary ethics as an in-between space between 
institutional ethics and anticolonial/ participatory research.

• A method that amplifies the voices of the marginalised learners.

• Navigating and negotiating my positionality as an insider and 
outsider.



Methodology II
Research Questions: Field Work Stages: Methods & Participant: P=Participants & Research = R

RQ1. How do school 
policies govern language 
practices within Nigerian 
secondary schools?

Phase 1
(Indigenous, Creative, and 

Qualitative Methods)

Map Making (P) and Talk Circle (PR).

56 Students from all the secondary school year.

Observation (R): Based on the maps and the data from the mapmaking 
and talk circles, I observed those spaces during some break periods to 
take note of the language practices that take place there.

Initial Sense Making of 

phase 1 Data
RQ2: How can the anti-
colonial praxis, centred 
on resistance and agency 
be employed to 
confront language 
practices in secondary 
schools?

Phase 2
(Qualitative, Creative, and 
Participatory Methods )

Students: 14 - Storytelling (PR) and focus group discussion (PR).

Teachers: 15 - Semi structured Interview, focus group discussion (PR).
Parents: 5 - Semi structured Interview (PR).

Principal, Administrative Staff, Member of the Governing board 
and ad-hoc staff: 1 each – Semi Structured Interview (PR).

Drama: 50+ Students and Discussions 15 Students (PR).

Initial Sense making of 

phase 2 Data

Participatory Analysis (PR) of some of the data with the students to 
form Initial codes.



Map showing some part of the school.

/Mosque

Key: Red= Danger, 

Blue=50/50, Green=Safe

Gate



Some Pictures from the 
Drama







Data Organisation: Some tips

• Outlook folder for research data generation

• Divided folder by phases and sub-divided by method.

• Two journals: One for observations and the other for noting 
names of participants and cues during each methods to aid in 
analysis.

• Co-produced things like maps, were given to the students with 
pictures taken and saved by year groups.

• Audio recorder/ Phone for recording things like focus groups, 
interviews, stories, talk circle and saving it with the group, 
method, and date.

• Save transcripts within the same folder of the recording and 
then remove recording for anonymity.



Data Analysis

• My Dataset: 56 maps, 11 talk circles of an average of 1 hour, 25 interviews 
of an average of 30 minutes, 14 stories averaging 15 minutes, 4 focus 
groups averaging an hour, 2 participatory analysis sessions, observation 
notes, reflective journalling, 1 discussion of drama.

• Some dataset in Nigerian Pidgin English and some notations of emotions.

• Available transcription softwares and the perceived limitations.

• Protecting the voices of your collaborators.

• Adapted thematic analysis using participatory data from the field.



Braun & Clarke Six Steps to Thematic Analysis Adapted with Participatory Analysis

Step 0: Participatory data analysis with learners which identified initial codes.

Step 1: Familiarisation Going into the data with the codes provided by the learners and identifying gaps.

Step 2: Generating Initial Codes Adding new codes to the codes generated by the learners. Refining and merging the 
codes and phrases made by the learners.

Step 3: Searching for Themes Grouping codes that speak to a bigger issue together.

Step 4: Reviewing Themes To ensure the themes reflected the central idea of the code, some of the wordings 
were altered.

Step 5: Defining and Naming Themes At this stage, once we had become familiar with the themes and codes, we refined 
the themes to ensure that their meanings were clearly reflected in the codes, and that 
each code was supported by data extracts illustrating the theme.

Step 6: Producing the Report This became the final writing stage that incorporated the themes, code and the data 
to back it up. Ensuring that the codes that were coined by the learners were not 
presented as researchers' terminology.

See Martins and Milligan, 2026; Braun and Clarke, 2013.

Adapting Braun and Clarke’s 6 steps to thematic analysis



Concluding reflections: The Anticolonial 
Researcher

Amplifies the voices of marginalised groups.

Work within what is available, sometimes with the intention to disrupt inherited 
colonial practices, other times navigating what is available like with the ethics.

Ensure that the voice of your collaborators are preserved at all cost.

Deciding what is shared and what is preserved. Not all that is shared should be 
reported. It is part of your duty of care.



Thank you: That’s it from me

Email: mom42@bath.ac.uk

LinkedIn: https://www.linke

din.com/in/mercymartins/

Yemeyeke – Thank you in Ika

mailto:mom42@bath.ac.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mercymartins/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mercymartins/


ANY QUESTIONS?

THANKS FOR LISTENING
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