Annex F — SWDTP Studentship Process Timeline for 2027 Entry

Tuesday 12" January
2027, 12.00(Noon)GMT

Application Closing Date
Deadline for applicants
to submit applications

for an ESRC studentship

Institutional
shortlisting

Cross-
institutional
shortlisting

Tuesday 23" Feb
(close of business)

SWDTP Coordinator to
inform ARC that information
is ready for review on
SharePoint.

Prior to Awards
Ratification Committee
(ARC)

Institutional discussions on the
level of in principle match funding
that can be supported in this
studentship round. Inform the
SWDTP Coordinator priorto

ARC.

Monday 18th Jan
(close of business)

Deadline for institutions to have
checked each application and to
make (only) the following available to
their Pathway Leads to begin
institutional shortlisting:

Annex A (the Studentship Application)
Annex B (the Supervisor Statement)

A transcript or marks profile and, if
provided, any relevant letters of
external collaboration support.

At least 24 hours prior to the cross-
institutional pathway shortlisting
meeting

Ahead of the cross-institutional meeting, each Pathway
Lead to independently make an initial ranking of all
nominations within the pathway (i.e., the complete set
of nominations from all institutions) based on the
selection (scoring) criteria in Annex C.

These rankings must be completed and sent to the
SWDTP ( ) at least 24
hours prior to the meeting. Ranking should be done
’blindly’; i.e. without knowledge of other people’s
scores. The SWDTP will collate the scores and send
them the Pathway Lead of the coordinating (lead)
institution for the pathway as the basis for the cross-
institutional shortlisting.

Friday 26" Feb & Monday 15t Mar

Pre-ARC work review and assessment

Wednesday 3" & Thursday 4t Mar

Meeting of the ARC (online)

Friday 5t" Mar

Meeting to determine type and length of

Tuesday 19t"-Thursday 28t" Jan

Institutional pathway shortlisting and
research conversations (‘interviews’)
to take place (if they haven’t already).
These are to shortlist applicants to go
forward to the cross-institutional
pathway shortlisting stage.

(All institutionally shortlisted
applicants to have had a research
conversation by 28th Jan 2027).

Monday 8t" - Wednesday 17" Feb

Led by Pathway Lead at the coordinating
(lead) institution

Cross-institutional pathway shortlisting
meetings to take place during this period.
Pathway Leads to begin cross institutional
shortlisting, using only:
Annex A (the Studentship Application)
Annex B (the Supervisor Statement)
Atranscript or marks profile and, if
provided, any relevant letters of
external collaboration support.

The SWDTP
Coordinator will
maintain a
central record

of all decisions Institutional

Wednesday 10" Mar

Deadline for SWDTP
Coordinatorto inform

Monday 25t Jan
(close of business)

Deadline for the Pathway Lead/
Institutional Administrator at the
coordinating institution for the
pathway to have finalised the date of
the cross-institutional pathway
shortlisting meeting and informed the
SWDTP.

Wednesday 17" Feb
(close of business)

Led by Pathway Lead at the coordinating
(lead) institution

Deadline for Pathway Leads to have agreed
a final shortlist of ranked applicants for the
Awards Ratification Committee (ARC), and
to forward completed paperwork, with
interview and narrative sections
completed in Annex E (the ranked
nomination list) to the coordinating (lead)
Institutional Administrator.

Thursday 11th -
Wednesday 17t Mar

Institutions to email the Hub
approved applicants (top 34 in the
firstinstance) informing them of
decisions.

made by the
ARC and will
email a copy to
Institutional
Administrators,
ensuring that
full details of
the rationale for
any changes
are clearly

Administrators of the
results allowing for awards
to be made down to 34 at
this stage. Discussions
will also be held with
individualinstitutions
about potential match
funding and institutional
(URS) funds to be built into

Awards after the top 34 will be
discussed and agreed with the Hub
before being made, in strict
accordance with the principles set
out. Close contact with the Hub
must be maintained and
acceptances/declines advised in a
timely manner. This will be used to
informthe release of additional
awards in line with the ARC
approved central rank order
spreadsheet.

documented. the intake

Official offers of funding to be sent

Friday 29" Jan
(close of business)

Deadline for Pathway Leads
at each institution to
shortlist applicants and
inform their Institutional
Administrators.

Tuesday 23 Feb
(close of business)

Deadline for coordinating Institutional
Administrators to finalise paperwork, check
nominations template (Annex E) is fully

completed, upload documents to the SharePoint

ARC folder (nominated applicants only) and
complete ‘Outcomes of Cross Institutional

Shortlisting 2026’ sheet on ICG SharePoint site,

then inform the SWDTP Coordinator.

Also inform those applicants who have not been

shortlisted for the ARCs consideration
(responsibility of institution to where candidate
applied).

Friday 26t March
(close of business)

Deadline for applicants to reply
to institutions confirming their
acceptance of funding.
Institutional Administrators to
keep Hub informed of
developments

By end July 2027

Deadline for submitting
equal opportunity data to

Friday 5" Feb
(close of business)

Deadline for Institutional
Administrators to upload institutional
shortlisted applicants for each
Pathway to SharePoint. Pathway Leads
to begin cross institutional shortlisting,
using only Annex A (the Studentship
Application), Annex B (the Supervisor
Statement), a transcript or marks
profile and, if provided, any relevant
letters of external collaboration
support.

Institutional
administrator

Institutional
academic reps

Pathway Lead

SWDTP Hub

Applicant

Final Shortlisting funding offer to successful applicants by each the Hub
institution
(ARC)
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